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Section I. GENERAL

1. Purpose. This regulation establishes policy,
defines-responsibility,- and prescribes minim;l pro-
cedures and requirements for control over the
possession and retention of war trophies, including
war trophy firearms, and requirements for the
introduction of such items into the United States.
2. Applicability. llajor commanders wilI be guided
by this regulation in issuing local instructions
pertaining to the possession and retention of war
trophies, inch~ding war trophy firearms, and the
shipment of such items into the United States
by U.S. military personneL
3. Civil requirements. Nothing in this regulation
supersedes ??edertil, State or Iocal Iaws, or regula-
tions pertaining to firearms, or precludes com-
pliance with any regulation or directive promul-
gated by installation or major oversea commander.
Owners arc reminded of their responsibility to

comply with State laws and local published
ordinances applicable to the transportation to,
possession of and receipt of a firearm at their
place of residence.
4. Definitions. For the purpose of this regulation,
the following definitions apply:

a. United States. All States of the Union, the
District of Columbia, commonwealths, and any
and all possessions or Territories of the United
States.

b. War trophy. Any item of enemy public or
private property utilized as war materiel (i.e.,
arms, military accouterments) acquired in a
combat area or zone within a prescribed period
of time, and authorized by the commander to be
retained under the provisions of this regulation.

c. Firearm. Any weapon (including a starter
gun) other than an antique firearm which will or

*This regulation supersedes AR 643-20/OPNAWNST 3460. 7/AFR 125-13/MCO 6800.6, 16 JUIY1%5.
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is designed to or may readily be converted to expel
a projectile by the :Iction of al] exl)losive; the
frame or receiver of any s[lc1l \ve:]pon; :lny firearm
rnufller or firearm silencer; or :~l~y destructi~~e
device.

.

d. J1’ar trophyjrearnl, Firearms of small caliber
up to and including caliber .45 (or eq~liv:~lellt
expressed in terms of’ other line:lr measure), and
all gauges of sllotgul~sl except for ‘~fire:lrnls”
prohibited by tile NTi~tional Firearms Act (26
U.S.C. 5801-5862) further described in para-
graph 6.

e, Destructivedevice.
(1) Any explosi~re, incendiary, or poison

gas (a) bomb, (b) grenade, (c) rocket lmving a
propellant charge of more than 4 ounces, (d)
missile having an explosive or incendiary charge of

more than one-quarter ounce, (e) mine, or (j)
device similar to any of the devices described in
the preceding clauses.

(2) .~l~y type of weu~)on (other than Ii shotgun
or shotgun shell \vhirh is genemlly recognized as
particularly suitable for sporting purposes) by
;tlli~tever l)i]l]~e kl]ol~-1~lvllicl~ \\’ill, or ~rhich may

be readily ~’f)l~verted to, expel i~ projectile by the
:~ction of’ i~l~ explosive or other propellant, and
\vhich has any barrel ~~ith a bore of more than

one-half inch in diameter; and
(3) Any combination of parts either designed

or intended for use in converting :Iny device into
any destructive device described ill (I) or (2) and
from }vhich a destructive device mriy be readily

assembled.

Section II. PROHIBITED ITEMS

5. Prohibited articles. a. The following categories
of articles i~nd material are not considered as \var
trophies, and r-nay not be retained or introduced
into the Ul]ited States llnder the provisions of this
regulation:

(1) United States property or property of any
allied nation.

(2) United States property issued or otherwise
provided to other governments and captured from
enemy forces during hostilities.

(3) Name plates removed from any type of
equipment (name plates wi[l not be removed from
captured equipment, except m authorized by the
appropriate commander).

(4) IJi\-c ammunition, explosives, or any item
containing explosives.

(5) WcNpons defined as “firearms” by the
National Firearms Act and further described in
paragraph 6.

(6) Electronic equipment (radios, rtidar
equipment) or component parts thereof.

(7) Flammables of any nature.
(8) Qoverlllnel~t-o~~llc(l or privately on-ned

equipment of any enemy which is not designed to
be issued to or carried by i~n individual (i.e.,
motor vehicles, aircraft, motorcycles, machine
tools, surgical or dental instruments),

(9) Government-owned or privately o~i-ned
articles of a household nature, objects of art or
historicid viduej or articles of worth, such M sil~-er
or goldwarcj chinaware, linens, furniture, stamp
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collectiol]s, coin collections, gems, je~~”elry, and
paintings.

(10) Articles, including works of ml or science,
which were the property of rnunicipidities or insti-
tutions dedicated to religion, chmity, education,
the arts and sciences, or other items of local value
as may be determined by the oversea commander.

(11) Items which are more valuable to re- –
search, training, military intelligence, historical, or
other purposes than M a trophy, i.e., special pur-
pose clothing, scientific research papers, technical
books, w-capons or equipment of peculiar design or
modification.

(12) Any item, article, or piece of equipment
obtained in violation of international law or in
violation of any treaty law in effect between the
United States and any other country. See FM
27–1 O, The LUJVof Land Wimfare.

(13) Any other article or materiel not included
above but determined by appropriate major com-
manders to be potentially detrimental to the
health, safety, or welfare of individuals will be
prohibited for retention or shipment as war
trophies.

(14) Any weapon, by w-hatever name called,
\vhich propels or expels a gas or gas-producing
mtiterial, either by means of w explosive or com-
pressed air.

6. Subparagraphs a(l) and (2) above are waived
for the purpose of categorizing only the following
weapons when captured from the enemy by U.S.
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Forces personnel in the PACOIM combat zone, as
war trophies:

(1) U.S. Rifle, Caliber 30, NI 1903 series.
(z) U.S. Rifle, Caliber 30, h!f1917.
(3) British Enfield, Caliber 30, Al 1917.

6. Weapons prohibited by National Firearms
Act. The following categories of weapons, regardless
of the degree of serviceability (serviceable or
welded-up), fall within the purview of the Nri-
tiorml Firearms Act, and are not authorized to
be retained as war trophy firearms under this
reg~]lation:

a. Shotguns having a barrel or barrels less than
18 inches in length.

b. A weapon made from a shotgun if such weapon
as modified has an overall length of less than 26
inches or u barrel or barrels of less than 18 inches
in length.

c. A rifle having a barrel or barrels of less than
16 inches in length.

d. A weapon made from a rifle if such weapon
as modified has an overall length of less than 26
inches or a barrel or barrels of less than 16 inches
in length.

e. Any other weapon or device capable of being

concealed on the person from which a shot can
be discharged through the energy of an explosive,
a pistol or revolver having a barrel with a smooth
bore designed or redesigned to fire a fixed shotgun
shell, wenpons with combination shotgun and
rifle barrels 12 inches or more, less than 18 inches
in length, from which only a single discharge cnn
be made from either barrel without manual re-
loading and shall include any such weapon which
may be readily restored to fire.

j’. Machinegun, meaning any weapon which
shoots, is designed to shoot, or can be readily
restored to shoot, automatically more than one
shot, without manual reloading, by a single func-
tion of the trigger. The term shall also incl{lde the
fmme or receiver of any such weapon, any combi-
nation of parts designed and intended for use in
converting a weapon into a machinegun, and any
combination of parts from which a machinegun
can be assembled if such parts me in the possession
or under the control of a person.

g. A muffler or a silencer for any firearm whether
or not such firearm is included within this
definition.

h. Destructive devices.

Section III. AUTHORIZATION, REGISTRATION, AND SHIPMENT

7. Authorization of war trophies. a. h’fembers of
the United States Armed Forces may be authorized
to retain and bring into the United States items
of enemy equipment acquired in a combat area or
combat zone within prescribed periods of time,
unless otherwise prohibited under the provisions
of this regulation.

b. Authority to acquire war trophies, including
war trophy firearms, resulting from military
operations of World Wm II and the Korean War
has terminated.

c. Designation of combat nreas or comb~~t zones
and timr periods for acquisition of \var trophies
will be announced in appropriate Departmental
directives.

d. An indi~’iclual authorized to ret:~il~ war tro-
phies, i~]cluding \v:\r tropl~y firearms, \\’ill be issued
DD Form 603-1 (W~~r ‘Ilol)l]y Rcgistrt~tion/
Authorization) by the ~~l)propriate l]~ajor com-
mander. DD Form 603–1 (im}ige size 7 by 4f4
inches) will bc locally reproduced on 8- by 5}&il~ch
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paper and prepared in triplicate (fig. 1) and will
includc-

(1) identity of the individual retaining the
trophy and inclusive period of service in the over-
sea command.

(2) Description of the war trophy article,
including a serial number, if uvailable, of any war
trophy firearm.

(3) Signature of designated representative of
the commander authorizing retention of the article.
The original copy will be retainecl by the individual
concerned. O~~e copy may be packaged with the
article or carriecl by the individlltil accompanying
the shipment, but must be made avaih-tble to the
appropriate U.S. official at the port of entry. The
remt~ining’ copy will be retained by the command
exec~lting the certificate. Additional registration
requirements pertaining to war trophy firemms are
l~rescribed in prwagrapb 8.
8. Registration of war trophy firearms. a. Re-
quirement for registration of ~var trophy firearms
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is in fiddition to certificates of authorization for
all war trophy articles prescribed in par~ywph 7.

b. Registration of \VMI trophy firearms is the
responsibility of major oversea co]nmanders, and
will incl~lclc the following proced[wes:

(]) Execlltion of DD Form 603 (Registration
of War Tro]Jl~y l?irct~rlns) i]) dll~)lici~t[l, by ally of
the following:

(a) Provost marshals of commonds or in-
stallations.

(b) Shore patrol officers of commands or
installations, or, in the absence thereof, by prol)er
authority designated by the appropriilte naval
command.

(c) Security and law enforcement officers
of U.S. Air Force commands or instillations.

(2) The original copy of DD Form 603 \\-ill
be retained by the individual authorized possessiol~
of the war trophy firearm, to be presented ~lpoll
request by proper aut]lority. It is not trallsferiible.

(3) The cluplicatc copy will be forwi~rdwi
by the certifying officer direct to The Provost
Marshal (3eneral, Department of the A1’lny,
Washington, DC 20314.
9. Shipment of war trophies. a. WaII trophy fire-
arms may not be mailed or shipped to the Unitcci
States but may be pcrsol~~~lly tr:lnhported or
inclucled in accompanied bflggagc sllbjcct to
carrier regulations and as prescribed by the
major ovcrsca commander. Special restrictions
upon movement of firearms on vessels or ilirC1’ilft
are defined in AR 55-71.

b. Other authorized war trophies may be
mailed, shipped, included in authorized bi~ggt~ge,
or cmricd personally ~o the Ul~ited ,Statcs as
prescribed by the major oversca ~~r~~lni]l~d~~l..
10. Violations, seizures, and disposition. a.
Articles or material llnla~vfully shipped or carried

into the United States are subject to be seized by
tho Ul]itc(l Sttitcs (’ustoms, or other appropriate _
military or civilian authority or agency. The
:Lttcntion of fill members of the .Arnled Forces is
(lil~ctc(l to tllc l.Tl~iform L’ode of Xlilitmy Justice,
Article 103, col]c~’rl~ing the possession and dis-
]msi(ion of t’;i])t~lred or i~bi~l~d~~lle(lproperty ~~hich
has become the property of thr United States.
LVaptumd enemy property, incl~lding war trophy
fircnrms, is the property of tllc rnited States, as
cflptor, and, therefore, is s~lbjcct to recovery by
the LTnited St:~tes Cxover]mlent.

f3$Property seized may be held for legal con-
siderations ancl then disposed of in accordance
with approprifitc laIv, Dcpnrtmcntal instr[lctions,
or orders of cognizant authority.

c. Captured enemy :~rnly ground-type materiel
scize(l :1scontrabnn(l l~llrsllant to lil\Yor regulation
by Federal, Sti~te, or military authorities will be
released to the cun~t~lal~der of the l~ei~rcst military
illSt:llliltiOll for ship]ment as shotvll il] t:~ble 1.

d. Captllrecl enemy lmval materiel seized as
COlltl’:lbilIld l)ll~Sllilllt to law or regulation by
Fe(le~ol, Stat c, or milit t~ry i~~lthorities will be
forfvarded to the octil-ities listed in table 2, with
l]otification of such seiz~lre being sent to the Chief
of Nfival Opemtious (01’–092) Wmhil@on, DC
20350.

—

e. Capt~u”ed enemy acrospfice materiel seized as
~Olltl’iLl)iill(l pill’SLlilllt tO l:l\V 01’ l’(’g’lllilt iOll by

Federal, civil, or militi]ry al[thorities ~vill be

tur]]ed o~-er to the l~ei~lest Air Force installation
for shiljlnen~ to the Commalder, l?olci:l~ Tech-

l~olo:y Division) Wrigl~t-Pat tersol~ AFB, Ohio
45433, Kotifici~tion of the shil)ment, to include a
dewription of the items snipped, will be mniled to
HQ, USM? (AFNIE), Washington, DC 20330.
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Table 1. Military Installations

First United States Army Area

Type of materiel Address

Ordnance, signal, quartermaster, and Letterkenny Army Depot

chemical. Chambersburg, PA 17201

Ellgil~eer --------------------------- U.S. .4rn~y Engineer Research and
Development Laboratories

Fort Belvoir, VA 22060

Medical- ------------------------ The Surgeon General
ATTN : MED MI
Department of the Army
Washington, DC 20315

Third United States Army Area

Ordnance, signal, quartermaster, and Anniston Army Depot

chemical. Anniston, AL 36200

Ellgilleer ------------------------- U.S. Army Engineer Research and
Development Laboratories

Fort Belvoir, VA 22060

N1edical -------------------------- TheS~~rgeon~ene~al
ATTN : MED MI
Department of the Army
Washington, DC 20315

Fourth United States Army Area

Ordnance, signal, quartermaster, and Red River Army Depot
chemical. Texarkana, TX 75500

Engillcer ------------------------- U.S. Army Engineer Research and
Development Laboratories

Fort Belvoir, VA 22060

hfcclical ------------------------- The Surgeon General
ATTN : MED MI
Department of the Army
Washington, DC 20315

Fifth and Sixth United States Army Areas

Orcln:ince, signal, quartermaster, and Tooele Army Depot

chemical. Tooele, Utah 84074

Ellgilleer ------------------------- U.S. Army Engineer Rescmch and
Development Laboratories

Fort Bclvoir, VA 22060

Afcdical------------------------- The Surgeon @leral
ATrrN : MED MI
Departnlcn~ of the Army
Washington, DC 20315

TAG O 152A
— 5



60&4/OPNAVINST 3M0.’7A/AFR 125-13/MCO 5806.6A

Table 2. Military Activities

Atlantic Coast

Type of materiel Address

AK----------

All-----------

U.S. Naval Explosive Ordnance Disposal---- ---- ---- ---
Facility, Stump Neck, Inclian Head, MD
20640

Pacific Coast

Commander Explosive Ordnance Disposal---- ---- ---- —--
Group, Pacific, NAD, Oahu, West Loch
Branch, FPO Smn Francisco 96612

WAR TROPHYIUJ.XSTRATION/AUTHORIZATION

INSTRUCTIONS: This fox?nwill be prepared for &l types of war trophies. Original to
owner; 1 copy With trophy; 1 copy retained by issuing command. If war trophy .is a fire-
arm, DD Form 603 will alsobe prepared.

Theater and inclusive period of service .in oversea conmand

I?ame of Owner (Last,First,MI) ServiceNumber/SSAN

Organization Pemmnent Home Address

Grade/Rank

DESCRIPTIONOF WAR“TROPHY
DescribeItem (if firearm,indicatemake, type - rifle/pistol)

SerialNumberor IdentifyingMark (if firearm,includecountryof manufacture)

Date TypedNine, Grade,Org of AuthenticatingOfficer

Station “Signature

DD Form 603-1,1 Jul 65 (Papersize8 x 5-1/4inches;image size7 x 4-4/6 inches

Figure 1.

TMO 152A
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The Army office of primary interest in this joint publication is the Office of
The Provost Marshal General. Army users are invited to send comments and

suggested improvements on DA Form 9098 (Recommended Changes to
Publications) to The Provost Marshal General, ATTN: PMGE, Department

of the Army, Washington, DC 20314.

By Order of the Secretaries of the hny, the Navy, and the Air Force:

W. C. WESTMORELAND,
General, United StatesArmy,

Official: Chief of Stafl.

KENNETH G. WICKHAM,
Major General, United StatesArmy,
The Adjutant Generol.

P. E. HARTMANN,
Rear Admiral, Uni&?dStates Navy,
Assistant Vice Chtij oj Naval Operations/
Director of Naval Administration

Official:

JOHN F. RASH, Colonel, USAF,
Director of Administration

JOHN D. RYAN, GeneraJ,USAF,
Chief of Sta#

J. M. PLATT,
Major General, U.S. Marine Corps,
Assi~tant Chief of StaJ, Q-1.

Distribution:
Army: To be distributed in accordance with DA Form 12-9 requirements for AR, Personnel Affairs:

Active Army: A (quan rqr block No. 458).
ARNG: None.
USAR: D (quan rqr block No. 461).

Nay: All Ships and Stations.
Marine Corps: MARCORPS LIST: 5, plus 2010-04/2020-04, -07/3530-05/8508-01 (2).
Air Force: S.
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